
Climate change and View Royal
With smoke from wildfires affecting 
air quality, record temperatures, and 
rising sea levels, the Town of View Royal 
is now experiencing the impacts of 
climate change. 

Recognizing the growing challenge, View 
Royal joined nearly 1,500 jurisdictions 
around the world in declaring a climate 
emergency and we are working to 
ensure that our new Climate Action 
Strategy and Official Community Plan 
(OCP) addresses the crisis of global 
climate change. Now, more than ever 
before, residents understand the link 
between human activity and climate 
change and that our future sustainability 
and prosperity depends on the decisions 
we make in the near term.

What’s at risk?
Sea level rise and storm surge – With 
higher sea levels and more intense 
and frequent severe weather episodes, 
coastal storm surge is a major issue for 
View Royal and large areas of the region. 
Coastal portions of Craigflower, Harbour, 
and Helmcken neighbourhoods are 
particularly at risk from sea level rise and 
coastal flooding. There is over $70 million 
(2014 BC Assessment) of residential 
property threatened in the Craigflower 
neighbourhood, one of the highest values 
in the CRD.

Wildfire – Climate change is raising forest 
fire risk in our region, and developments 
close to forested areas, known as 
“wildland/urban interfaces” need to be 
FireSmart to protect buildings and the 
surrounding trees from fire risk.

A more resilient View Royal
Our current OCP outlines actions to both reduce 
our greenhouse gas emissions and to prepare 
for the impacts climate change is driving. These 
have been supported and updated by additional 
actions in our Strategic Plan 2019-2022. Key 
actions include:

• Support community preparation for climate 
change impacts, including emergency 
preparation and response for extreme 
weather events, coastal flood events (storm 
surges), and wildfire

• Facilitate the construction of energy efficient, 
climate positive buildings, and encourage the 
retrofitting of existing homes and buildings 

• Support climate change mitigation with an 
emphasis on more sustainable transportation 
systems, including active transportation 
(walking, cycling, rolling) and public 
transportation

W H A T ’ S  Y O U R  V I E W ?  -  F A C T  S H E E T  S E R I E S

Preparing for Change
Climate change and resilience

Thetis Cove Beach in Portage Park, CCby John Newcomb



WHAT’S HAPPENING?
We are updating our Official Community Plan (OCP). 
Last updated in 2011, the Plan provides a long-term 
vision for the community and provides guidance on 
future planning and development. 

The current OCP has served the Town of View Royal 
well, so this work will be an update and not a major 
re-write. Still, there are some important issues and 
topics that require attention, feedback from the 
community, and focus in the updated OCP.  Some 
of the key areas that Council and staff identified for 
additional review include:

Housing Matters. View Royal housing needs, 
diversity, and options 

Placemaking. Neighbourhood centres and 
urban design

Preparing for Change. Climate change and 
resilience

Moving Around. Transportation and the ways 
we get around 

A Healthy Local Economy. A more resilient 
and diverse local economy 

Our Natural Connections. Parks, protected 
areas, and shorelines

The OCP update process is an opportunity to explore 
these areas (and others) in more detail and to get 
community feedback on how we can best direct and 
prepare for change. While this fact sheet provides 
an overview of just one area, we know that the six 
additional topics listed above are interconnected and 
will require a coordinated and integrated approach 
in the updated OCP.

• Develop a sea-level rise and storm 
surge mitigation and adaptation 
policy 

• Update the wildfire interface 
zone development permit area 
guidelines 

• Continue working with 
neighbouring municipalities, the 
Capital Regional District (CRD), the 
Songhees Nation, and Esquimalt 
Nation on implementing the CRD’s 
2017 Climate Action Strategy  

We are also updating our 2012 
Community Climate Action 
Strategy. The update will be closely 
coordinated with our OCP update 
to ensure that climate resilience 
is at the forefront of planning and 
community decision-making and 
planning.

What’s your view?
• What aspects of climate change in 

View Royal concern you most?

• What do you think View Royal can 
do to become more resilient and 
adapt to climate change?

• What can View Royal do to help 
reduce community emissions and 
reduce our collective contribution to 
climate change?

Watch for opportunities this fall to 
provide feedback on these questions 
and others. To learn about other 
OCP update issues visit the OCP 
project website or send us an email.

Want more information?
Please visit our OCP Update web page: www.viewroyal.ca Send us an email: planning@viewroyal.ca 
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